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CIA back to school
for touch of class

New York Times News Service

WASHINGTON—Twenty years
after the Central Intelligence
Agency was all but banished from

American , the CIA says
ithure-emiudesandia
receiving research and advice
from a number of univer-
sity essor's.

Gates, the deputy direc-

said
had sought to accelerate a s

begun g‘nder President Jimmy.

Carter, help from “the
best minds in the ”

But the CIA's dealings with
professors have been chall
by critics in Congress and wi
the universities as a threat to the
independence of academic re-

The new emphasis on seeking
outside vlewpomigts was prompted,

in part, by a review of past intelli- '

gence failures, Gates said. Some of

these, such as mistaken

&mdicﬂom in the 1970s about the
ture of the Shah of Iran, could be

traced, he said, to the development

gf a “US. government perspec-
ve.l'

“There were scholars out there
saying the shah was in trouble,
and somehow that never incor-
porated into any ial assess-
ment,” Gates said in an interview.
“What we are after is people who
will us constructively,
offer us a different perspective,
who will stir up the pot a bit and
who will help us consider all points
gg view, particularly the unortho-

X.
one have difficulty ‘Kromoting
imagina creativity.”

tion and
theGate.-s said gat about a fourth of
agency'’s intelligence estimates
are now reviewed in draft form by
professors or other outside ex-
perts, including retired military
people. Previously only a “n?inua-

ion, he said.

Since 1982, the CIA has been the
host of 75 conferences a year in
which its analysts met professors
and experts outside the govern-
ment, Gates said. Only three to
four such meetings were held an-

nually in years. In addition,
agency msts are attending
more academic conferences on
sub, of interest to nt‘lexe CIA.

questions over
relationship between the and
academics came into sharp focus
at Harvard Uunivenitymm

dispute over

K&“&&‘m and Nadav
Safran, the head of Harvard
University’s Center for Middle
Eastern Studies
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conferences, sponsored by the
agency or ou

groups, in which
academics and

sts
discuss various international
issues. These do not involve classi-
fied information, Gates said. Aca-
demic experts also are called upon

19508 was with senjor scho-
lars who leaves to hold posts
with the agency or worked as con-

the Reagan administration had
sought to broaden the relal X
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